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Jewish rapper found his Messiah 
 

Mel GibsonÕs movie ÒThe Passion of The ChristÓ 
showed Aviad Cohen that Yeshua is the Jews Mashiach. 

 
Former ”50 Shekel” rapper Aviad Cohen, known as ”The King of Heeb-Hop” 

found ”Yeshua, The King of Kings”. 
 

By Tabita Aas 
 
ÓI thank Yeshua HaÕMashiach, (Jesus Christ) who led me out of religious bondage 
and back to the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and His Truth.Ó 
That is how Aviad Cohen expressed his joy and thankfulness that he found the 
Messiah. Aviad was born in Tel Aviv in 1975. Two years later he moved with the 
Cohen family to Brooklyn, New York. He was raised in New York and New Jersey 
and attended Jewish private school until high school. Later he majored in 
Communications with a concentration in film production and minored in Fine Arts 
photography at Hofstra University. AviadÕs family were conservative Jews and from 
an early age he was taught in Judaism by Rabbis and orthodox Jews. 
 
Descendant of Aaron 
Aviad Cohen in not an ordinary Jewish name, it has a special significance. Aviad is 
the Hebrew name for ÓEverlasting Father.Ó 
- It is one of the names of Messiah mentioned in Isaiah 9:6 in the Bible, Aviad says. 
- ItÕs rather interesting that my parents who were not believers in Yeshua 
HaÕMashiach at the time of my birth named me after the true Jew Messiah, he says. 
AviadÕs surname Cohen originates from the ÓKohan titleÓ. A Kohen or Cohen is a 
Hebrew priest, is assumed to be a direct male descendant of the Biblical Aaron. 
Aviad Cohen is therefore a Kohen.  
- Because Aaron was a member of the Tribe of Levi, all Kohanim are Levites, as 
tribal membership passes via patrilineal descent. However, not all Levites are 
Kohanim. Non-Kohen Levites are Korbanots, siger Aviad. 
 
Worked in Hollywood 
Before Aviad was known as 50 Shekel, he worked in Hollywood in TV, film and 
music video production. He also had a background in working at a company in 
New YorkÕs SoHo district, that composes music and sound design for commercials 
like Mercedes, Audi, Jaguar, etc. Aviad was so talented that he won an award for 
ÓBest Music Composition for TelevisionÓ while at university.  



- During this time I was also a Òwandering JewÓ who was looking for truth, but in 
all the wrong places. Traditional Judaism had left my stomach empty and so I tried 
many other ways to fill that empty hole in my heart that only Yeshua would 
eventually fill, Aviad says. 
 
The rapper 50 Shekel  
Before Aviad ever heard about Ó50 CentÓ, he was one day sitting in his room won-
dering why none of the rich Jews working in Hollywood would think enough of the 
young Jewish kids to give them some positive entertainment. So he decided that he 
would give them some cool Jewish entertainment.  
- Shortly after I heard about Ó50 CentÓ and his ÓIn Da ClubÓ song, I ended up 
making a parody of it, called ÓIn Da ShulÓ (shul means temple) and the song got 
out there. It was a fun, current, positive message and to many Jewish kids and 
adults around the world, they looked to me as the voice of the new Jew generation, 
Aviad says, who became famous within few days.  
- But what is really interesting is that God had a plan to elevate me for His glory, so 
that at the right time I would be saved by Yeshua and then proclaim His Truth to all 
those who visited my website around the world, Aviad says. 
 
Searching for truth  
When Aviad became aware that he as 50 Shekel represented the Jews, he decided 
to become as Jewish as he could. So he attended the synagogue on the Sabbath 
and tried to keep the traditions until he couldnÕt stand it anymore. - There were 
Christians who were ministering to me and told me about Jesus, then I went online 
and began to read the Old and New Testament on the web, Aviad says. When he 
heard of Mel GibsonÕs movie ÓThe Passion of The ChristÓ the rabbis warned him 
and told him not to have anything to do with it, they thought it was anti-Semitic. 
- Every time I asked the Rabbis or orthodox Jews about Yeshua, they forbid me to 
mention His name again. So I concluded there had to be something about this 
Yeshua. But who was he? One day I decided to go to ÓBest BuyÓ and get ÓThe 
PassionÓ - even though it was Shabbos (Sabbath) and I was in my traditional 
Shabbat suit, Aviad says. When he arrived at the store, he was afraid to be seen by 
the orthodox Jews, went inside and quickly grabbed ÓThe Passion of The ChristÓ 
and hid it under another DVD and went to pay for it. 
- I felt I was like an agent on a top-secret mission. I gave the register lady the 
money, looked around to make sure that no Jews could see that I purchased ÓThe 
PassionÓ and hurried home, Aviad says. 
 
Yeshua Ha’Mashiach 
When Aviad arrived at his home he slipped the DVD into his Mac computer and 
watched the movie. 
- What first intrigued me was that they called Jesus by His real name, Yeshua. Also, 
the story just seemed like a typical Jewish quarrel. It was like a family matter. There 
was nothing gentile about any of this. Seeing the Pharisees attack Yeshua, they 



reminded me of the rabbis I had to deal with - They wanted to Òplay GodÓ instead 
of Òobey God.Ó For some reason, I just did not feel that rabbis were telling me the 
whole Truth about GodÕs Word. I was right. They were keeping me from my 
Mashiach, Aviad says and continues: 
- At the end of Mel GibsonÕs movie, the Romans crucified Yeshua and my mouth 
dropped. ÕOh my! ThatÕs my Messiah! They crucified Him! He died for me! For 
me?Õ I think I was a little teary-eyed and moved like IÕve never been moved before. 
Moved by the Holy Spirit, Aviad says. 
 
Problems in the air  
The media soon discovered that Aviad had converted to Christianity, and the news 
spread like fire.  
- I wanted to tell my family and friends about my faith in Yeshua, when the right 
timing came. But that was not how things came to pass. Someone in New York 
wanted to cause me grief and called my parents, who freaked out, Aviad says and 
adds: 
- Jewish anti-missionaries are scared of Jewish celebrities and rabbis who come to 
faith. Why? Because people will listen to what they have to say. But the same goes 
for any Jew who comes to faith. So, I was Jewish Enemy #1 because I believe the 
Bible is the truth. IÕm not surprised that this is how they treat me and others who 
tell them to drop man-made religion and return to God and His righteousness, 
Aviad says. His faith in Jesus cost a lot of friends and a great deal of fans, who were 
shocked and sent him evil e-mails. 
- Many emailed me malicious, threatening, evil hate mail that made Hitler look like 
a birthday clown. But there were other fans who began to think about my transition 
from a Jewish rapper, to a man after GodÕs heart. To this day, there are still fans that 
follow up to see whatÕs going on. I believe many of them have and will accept 
Yeshua as their Mashiach. After all, that would be the True Jew thing to do, Aviad 
says.  
 
Jews and faith in Jesus 
Why is it hard for Jews to believe that Yeshua is the Messiah? 
- Because they donÕt bother to investigate. Some Òrabbinic reportersÓ tell the Jewish 
masses that itÕs not true about Jesus being the Jewish Messiah and so they follow 
the rabbinic lies like cattle being led blindly off of a cliff. The other issue is that 
most Jews are Bible illiterate. They donÕt bother to read GodÕs Word; hence they do 
not know Him, or His Word. I pray for them. Surprisingly it seems that Jews are 
more open to hear the Gospel when it comes from a non-Jew who is a Christian. 
ItÕs not easy for them to take in the Good News when it comes from a Jew. ItÕs just 
something I have learned through experience, Aviad says. 
How can Christians tell Jewish people that Yeshua is the Messiah? 
- First off, they need to learn about the Hebraic roots of their faith. JesusÕ real name 
is Yeshua. Christmas and Easter are pagan and Jews do not celebrate what God 
abhors. Jews are delicate. They need to be handled with care, Aviad says and 



continues. 
- When I was first witnessed to, it dawned on me that this was in fact truth. I never 
trusted rabbis as a kid. They always seemed to have something they were hiding. It 
was like they were putting on a show. When I found out the Truth, I thought to 
myself, ÒHow could we be so stupid? We have some of the most brilliant minds. 
Albert Einstein, Steven Spielberg, Ben Stein and so on, and none of these Jews have 
even figured out the truth about Yeshua yet. I had to drop my pride and get right 
with God, even if it would end up costing me everything, Aviad says. 
 
Music for Yeshua  
AviadÕs music career didnÕt stop at 50 Shekel. Today he has his own record label, 
(Hebrew Homie Records), studio and has published his debut album: ÓHooked on 
the TruthÓ. 
- ÕHooked On The TruthÕ is my testimony. ItÕs for the new believer, the backslider, 
and the non-believer who is challenged. But most of all, itÕs for Yeshua. I give Him 
all the glory, Aviad says and adds during the interview: 
- Did you know that Yeshua came to me in my room when I was 50 Shekel? He 
spoke with me late one night. He said: ÕMake music for me!Õ, I replied, ÕBut people 
wonÕt get it!Õ Yeshua answered, ÕDonÕt worry, theyÕll get it!Õ Yeshua spoke to me for 
15 minutes. After that, I got up from my bed and began to learn this impossible 
music software that I was trying to figure out. After Yeshua visited me I got it. I was 
shocked. From there on, I began to compose on my Mac computer, Aviad says, 
whoÕs coming to Denmark in November. HeÕs touring across the country giving 
concerts and sharing his testimony. 
 
Please read the interview with him and the Danish organizers on next page. 
 

Aviad Cohen in Denmark 
From November 5 to 16 Aviad Cohen is on the ÓHooked on the 

TruthÓ tour in Denmark, to sing and share the message about Jesus. 
 

By Tabita Aas 
 
Joffi.dk has invited Aviad to Denmark to present him and his music to the youth.  
Aviad Cohen doesnÕt give concerts just to play; he has a message on his heart, 
which he wants to share with Jews, Christians and people who donÕt believe. 
Martin Ramlov from Joffi.dk has been in contact with Aviad during the last two 
years and has a good relation to him.  
- We have invited him to Denmark because he has a sharp message. But also 
because he has a new kind of music style, which is different from what we are used 
to listen to here, Martin says.  
- We want the Danes to meet a Jew who is on fire to tell young people about Jesus. 



Aviad has experienced the world from a religious JewÕs point of view, until he 
suddenly realized the truth about Jesus. AviadÕs tour goes across of churches, 
boarding schools and high schools in the country.  
 
The cold Denmark  
ItÕs the first time Aviad comes to Denmark. When I ask what he expects of the 
country, the Danes and the tour, he says:  
- I am not a superstar. Instead, I am humble and their brother in Messiah. They will 
know this when they meet me. My expectations in regards to the people are that 
we will get along, praise Yeshua and have a great time doing so. As far as the 
country, IÕll bring a winter jacket and two arms to hug everybody! And as for the 
tour, I just really hope that people find value in the experience. We are going to be 
moving in the Holy Spirit, only Yeshua knows where these 2-hour concerts will go.  
Martin is excited to see how the Danes will greet and receive Aviad.  
- I think itÕs something that will get people up from the chairs and listen. ItÕs a deal 
in Joffi to make him known among the Danish people. His message reaches many 
people worldwide. He can say something new to us in Denmark, which can have 
new impact in our lives.  
 
This is why Aviad comes  
Aviad comes to Denmark, because he wants to spread the message about Jesus 
everywhere.  
- I come to pray with the people of Denmark for the Jews and non-Jews who do not 
yet know Yeshua as their Messiah. But also to exchange testimonies with believers 
and encourage the youth to continue to walk in Truth. To gain a unique 
perspective about Yeshua through the eyes of people in Denmark and then share 
that with people over in the United States, Aviad says. 
- I come also to sing praises and worship Yeshua together with the Danes. I hope to 
see children, young people and adults receive Yeshua as their Savior, Aviad says. 
He has a prayer request for the readers of The Challenge (ÓUdfordringenÓ in 
Danish).  
- I ask everyone who reads this article to pray for me and my team who travels 
along with me. Please also pray for the people who attend the concerts, he says.  
 
Let God’s light shine  
Just as Martin Ramlov from Joffi said, Aviad is on fire to show people to Jesus. Since 
Aviad found the truth about Jesus, his message is clearer than ever:  
- Seek the Truth and donÕt compromise with the devil. Many of the youth have 
done so today by reading Harry Potter, playing violent video games, practicing 
Yoga, listening to the wrong music and practicing sexual immorality. Look, I too 
was once their age, but they have an opportunity to live an amazing life filled with 
real adventure through Christ. They donÕt need some magic spell to feel powerful. 
Power comes through reciting the Word of God and standing on it, having faith 
and believing in His promises, Aviad says and adds:  



- This new generation has to become the no-compromise generation, who will 
shine like a burning flame for Yeshua. The whole world will see who died for you 
and me and how we are to be saved from a fallen world that holds no true 
promises that are everlasting and good.  
 
A youth message  
How do you think the young generation of Christians can stay true to the truth?  
- DonÕt compromise, even if your Òso called friendsÓ think you are a fool for 
following Christ. I will be addressing this in more detail at the events. It will also be 
important to hear the feedback of the students and adults. If anyone has anything to 
do with evil video games and music CDs, Yoga DVDs, magic tricks, illegally 
downloaded MP3s horror movies and other things that are an abomination to God, 
bring them to the event so that you can destroy them. IÕve personally had to repent 
and destroy some things, when I realized that I had to choose whom I wanted to 
serve, and I chose Yeshua. This is my message on the ÓHooked On The Truth tourÓ. 
See you in Denmark, Aviad ends. 


